XI

SANSKRIT WRITERS IN THE KANARESE
COUNTRY
O
AN account of English Literature would scarcely be
complete without some mention of Newton's Principia
and Bacon's Novum Organum, although these were
written in Latin. In like manner, many notable works
have been written in the Kanarese country by Kanarese
men, but in the Sanskrit language. It has already been
stated that some of the early Jaina poets wrote in
Sanskrit, e.g. Samantabhadra and Pujyapada Devanandi.
Reference has also been made to various poets, such as
Ponna (c. 950), Nagavarma II (1120), Palkurike Soma
(c, 1195), and Sha^akshara Deva (1657), who were
equally facile in Sanskrit and Kanarese, and some of
whom bore the honorific title, ubhaya-kavi, "Poets,
both in Sanskrit and the vernacular." Mention has also
been made of Bhattakalanka's Kanarese Grammar,
written in Sanskrit (1604). A long list could doubtless
be given of Sanskrit writers within the Kanarese area.
The following are only a few of the more famous:
In the ninth century Saftkaracl&rya) the great Advaiti
philosopher, established his principal monastery at
Sringeri, where some think he died. Some of his
commentaries may have been written there.
In 1085 Bilhana, a Kashmiri Brahman, who had
settled at Kaly^a, wrote the Vikram&rkadeva-ckaritra, a
Sanskrit poem recounting the adventures and prowess
of his patron, the Chalukya king, Vikrama (1076-1127).
At the same court lived Vijnane^ar^ who there com-
piled the Mit&ksharai which remains to this day a
standard work on Hindu Jurisprudence. It concludes